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towards the bed. Leaning down, she lightly shook her husband’s
chest.
“Uh, Mark. Ummmm, you need to, uhhh, you really need to
get up, babe,” Mary said.
Mark’s figure remained still, unconvinced.
Mary shook him again, harder, and spoke a bit louder.
“Hey, honey. Uh, you really need to get up now,” she pleaded.
The man remained motionless.
Mary began pulling at the comforter.
Mary then said in an exasperated tone, “Mark. You need to get
up. Honey, shit, you wet the bed. I got to wash these sheets, you
need to- “
Mary’s grumbling was interrupted by Mark. His wooly arm
flopped down to the side of the bed, and his knuckles rapped the
sideboard.
Mary stumbled back; the sudden motion had pushed her away.
Mary quickly moved back in. She climbed over the nightstand, her
arms meet his stocky chest, and she shoved him, pushing his frame
further into the sagging mattress. Mary heard the squeak of the
springs as she pushed on his chest. She heard the groaning of the
moving bed frame. She didn’t hear Mark.
She brought her hands up to his face. Shaking him again, his
eyes opened a glassed-over hazel.
Mary’s knees and calves were slick with piss, and her towel had
fallen off. She punched his torso, screaming
“Mark,
Mark,
wake up.”
She was not sure when, or who, called 911. She did not know
when the medics broke down the door, but she knew that her
throat tasted bloody.
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